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HALLOWEEN SAFETY TIPS
Halloween doesn’t have to be scary if you practice basic, common-sense safety. Fun times and happy memories
can still be made if you follow a few simple steps. Tips for young and old to enjoy the holiday can be as easy to
remember as:
Walk Safely
1. Cross the street at corners, using traffic signals and crosswalks.
2. Look left, right and left again when crossing and keep looking as you cross.
3. Put electronic devices down and keep heads up and walk; don’t run across the street.
4. Teach children to make eye contact with drivers before crossing in front of them.
5. Always walk on sidewalks or pathways. If there are no sidewalks, walk facing traffic as far to
the left as possible. Children should walk on direct routes with the fewest street crossings.
6. Watch for cars that are turning or backing up. Teach children to never dart out into the street or cross
between parked cars.
Trick or Treat with an Adult
1. Children under the age of 12 should not be alone at night without adult supervision. If kids are mature
enough to be out without supervision, they should stick to familiar areas that are well lit and trick-or-treat
in groups.
Keep Costumes Both Creative and Safe
1. Decorate costumes and bags with reflective tape or stickers and, if possible, choose light colors.
2. Choose face paint and makeup whenever possible instead of masks, which can obstruct a child’s vision.
3. Have kids carry glow sticks or flashlights to help them see and be seen by drivers.
4. When selecting a costume, make sure it is the right size to prevent trips and falls.
Drive Extra Safely on Halloween Day/Night
1. Slow down and be especially alert in residential neighborhoods. Children are excited on Halloween and
may move in unpredictable ways.
2. Take extra time to look for kids at intersections, on medians and on curbs.
3. Enter and exit driveways and alleys slowly and carefully.
4. Eliminate any distractions inside your car so you can concentrate on the road and your surroundings.
5. Drive slowly, anticipate heavy pedestrian traffic and turn your headlights on earlier in the day to spot
children from greater distances.
6. Popular trick-or-treating hours are 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. so be especially alert for kids during those
hours.
Have an enjoyable time celebrating Halloween, but remember to still be cautious of your surroundings. If you see
something, say something. Partner to prevent or report crime by contacting the San Gabriel Police Department
(626) 308-2828. For more information on Halloween Safety Tips and other topics, contact Stacy Gutierrez at the
San Gabriel Police Department Crime Prevention Office at (626) 451-5455.
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TAKING BACK
UNWANTED PRESCRIPTION DRUGS
Saturday, October 26, 2019
Between the hours of 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM
At the San Gabriel Police Department - 625 S. Del Mar Ave., San Gabriel, CA 91776

Kiki and the History of Red Ribbon Week
October 23-31, 2019
Enrique (Kiki) S. Camarena was born on July 26, 1947, in Mexicali, Mexico. He graduated from Calexico High
School in Calexico, California in 1966, and in 1968 he joined the U.S. Marine Corps. After serving in the Marine
Corps for two years, Kiki was a Calexico fireman, Calexico police officer, and an Imperial County Deputy Sheriff.
Kiki joined the Drug Enforcement Administration in June of 1974. His first assignment as a Special Agent with
DEA was in a familiar place - Calexico, California.
In 1977, after three years in Calexico, he was reassigned to the Fresno District Office in Northern California.
Four years later, Kiki received transfer orders to Mexico, where he would work out of the Guadalajara Resident
Office. For more than four years in Mexico, Kiki remained on the trail of the country's biggest marijuana and
cocaine traffickers. In early 1985, he was extremely close to unlocking a multi-billion-dollar drug pipeline.
However, before he was able to expose the drug trafficking operations to the public, he was kidnapped on
February 7, 1985. On that fateful day, while headed to a luncheon with his wife, Mika, Kiki was surrounded by
five armed men who threw him into a car and sped away. That was the last time anyone but his kidnappers would
see him alive.
It is believed that Special Agent Camarena's death actually occurred two days later, but his body was not
discovered until March 5, 1985. He was 37 years old and was survived by his wife Mika and their three children—
Enrique, Daniel, and Erik. During his 11 years with DEA, Kiki received two Sustained Superior Performance
Awards, a Special Achievement Award and, posthumously, the Administrator’s Award of Honor, the highest
award granted by DEA.
Shortly after Kiki's death, Congressman Duncan Hunter and high school friend Henry Lozano launched
Camarena Clubs in Kiki's hometown of Calexico, California. Hundreds of club members including Calexico High
School teacher David Dhillon wore red ribbons and pledged to lead drug-free lives to honor the sacrifices made
by Kiki Camarena and others on behalf of all Americans.
Red Ribbon Week eventually gained momentum throughout California and later across the United States. In
1985, club members presented the "Camarena Club Proclamation" to then First Lady Nancy Reagan, bringing it
national attention. Later that summer, parent groups in California, Illinois, and Virginia began promoting the
wearing of red ribbons nationwide during late October. The campaign was then formalized in 1988 by the
National Family Partnership, with President and Mrs. Reagan serving as honorary chairpersons. Today, the eightday celebration is an annual catalyst to show intolerance for drugs in our schools, workplaces, and communities.
Each year, on October 23-31, more than 80 million young people and adults show their commitment to a healthy,
https://www.dea.gov/kiki-and-history-red-ribbon-week
drug-free lifestyle by wearing or displaying the red ribbon.
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