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Don’t Be a Victim of Auto Burglary or Theft
Thefts from vehicles are routinely reported to the San Gabriel Police Department and it remains one of the
most frequently occurring crimes in the United States. Vehicles are easy targets and often contain property
attractive to thieves. Even the most amateur thief can stroll through residential neighborhoods and
parking lots and find plenty of opportunity. Help reduce this crime in our community by taking these
simple steps that will make your vehicle a little less inviting to a thief:
• Never leave your car unlocked, or the windows open. Leaving your car unlocked is an open invitation for
a thief to help himself. Even leaving your window open a small amount can be enough for a thief to unlock
and open your car. Thefts can occur even in the few moments you might be inside a building and your car
is not in your view.
• Never use a Hide-a-Key box on your car. Thieves will look for these.
• Never leave home or office keys in your car. The keys, along with any identifying paperwork left in the car
could lead a thief to your home or business.
• Never leave valuables in clear view. Do not leave purses, cellular phones, backpacks, laptop computers,
gym bags, shopping bags, packages, etc. visible from the outside of your vehicle. A thief may not know
what is in a bag, but will be willing to break a window or door lock to find out. If you must keep property
in your vehicle, place it in the trunk so it is not visible to the opportunist. Place it there prior to arriving at
your destination so you are not seen putting it away when you arrive. Thieves may be watching and
targeting your car.
• Avoid leaving your car in an under-used or unattended lot. A frequently used lot means more witnesses,
so a theft is less likely to occur. If you are parking at night, or will be returning to your car after dark, park
in a well-lit area. Stay away from areas that are concealed, obscured or remote.
• When at your home, park inside of a garage if possible. Lock your vehicle and close/lock your garage
door. If parking in a garage is not an option, park in your driveway or on the street in front of your home.
Leave outdoor lights on or use motion sensing lights.
• No matter how safe the neighborhood is or how nice the shopping center appears, thefts can always
occur. By following these tips, we can reduce the thefts in our community.
Some of the most common items stolen are backpacks, briefcases, duffle bags, cell phones, lap tops,
money/coins, sunglasses, and other items that are valuable or may contain valuables. Don’t leave any of
these, or other valuable items in plain view. Hide them, take them with you, or lock them in the trunk.
These are just a few tips to help prevent you from becoming a victim of auto burglary. Be proactive, look
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Gabriel Police Department at 626-308-2828.

Back to School Safety Tips

It’s that time of year again when parents and children across the country are preparing or already back to
school. As part of our commitment to overall campus safety, San Gabriel Police Department would like to help
you with your preparations by offering these simple safety tips.
School Zone Driving Safety Tips
• Be on the lookout for school zone signals and always obey the speed limits.
• When entering a school zone, be sure to slow down and obey all traffic laws.
• Always stop for school busses that are loading or unloading children.
• Watch out for school crossing guards and obey their signals.
• Be aware of and watch out for children near schools, bus stops, sidewalks, in the streets, in school
parking lots, etc.
• Never pass other vehicles while driving in a school zone. Never change lanes while driving in a school
zone. Never make U-Turns while driving in a school zone. Never text while driving in a school zone.
• Avoid using a cell phone, unless it is completely hands-free, while driving in a school zone.
• Unless licensed to do so, never use handicap or emergency vehicle lanes or spaces to drop off or pick
up children at school.
Riding Your Bike to School
• Make sure your child always wears a bicycle helmet! Failure to wear one could result in a traffic citation.
Furthermore, in the event of an accident, helmets reduce the risk of head injury by as much as 85
percent.
• Obey the rules of the road; the rules are the same for all vehicles, including bicycles.
• Always stay on the right-hand side of the road and ride in the same direction as traffic.
• Be sure your child knows and uses all of the appropriate hand signals.
• Choose the safest route between home and school and practice it with children until they can
demonstrate traffic safety awareness.
• If possible, try to ride with someone else. There is safety in numbers.
Walking to School
• Leave early enough to arrive at school at least 10 minutes prior to the start of school.
• Use the same route every day and never use shortcuts.
• Go straight home after school. Do not go anywhere else without permission.
• Always use public sidewalks and streets when walking to school.
• Demonstrate traffic safety awareness and pick the safest route between your home and the school and
practice walking it with your children.
• Try and walk to school with other students. There is strength in numbers.
• Teach your children to recognize and obey traffic signals, signs, and pavement markings.
• Only cross streets at designated crosswalks, street corners and traffic-controlled intersections.
• Always look both ways before crossing the street and never enter streets from between obstacles like
parked cars, shrubbery, signs, etc.
• Always walk and never run across intersections.
• Avoid talking to strangers. Teach your children to get distance between themselves and anyone who
tries to approach or make contact with them.
• If a stranger does approach your child, make sure they know to immediately report the incident to you
or a teacher.
• Teach your children to never get into a vehicle with anyone, even if they know them, without your
permission.
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